CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

dogma. Nor is the similarity confined to
religious theory: when we realise that
material civilisation, especially when Euro-
pean medievalism was at its height, was
practically identical in the Christian West
and the Muhammedan East, we are justified
in any reference to the unity of Eastern and
Western civilisation.

My statements may tend to represent
Islam as a religion of no special originality ;
at the same time, Christianity was but one
of other influences operative upon it; early
Arabic, Zoroastrian, and Jewish beliefs in
particular have left traces on its development.
May not as much be said of Christianity ?
Inquirers have seriously attempted to dis-
tinguish Greek and Jewish influences as the
component elements of Christianity : in any
case, the extent of the elements original to
the final orthodox system remains a matter
of dispute. As we learn to appreciate
historical connection and to probe beneath
the surface of religions in course of develop-
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